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ABSTRACT 
Even though agricultural production has not been the main source of income for rural households in 
Red River Delta, yet farming remains an important livelihood and security for many rural people. The 
empirical findings from fieldwork in a village in the Red River Delta of Vietnam show how dependence on 
agriculture is determined by family context, including land, education and job of household members, their 
gender and age. Most educated young people have successfully found employment opportunities outside 
in the village as migratory wage labour, and have capacity to attain higher social status and become rural 
entrepreneurs. While less educated and older villagers consider agriculture as a more favorable alternative 
and valuable security. Besides, maintenance agricultural production at reasonable level and return to 
traditional cultivation is also considered as a rural household strategy coping with food security in 
industrialization and rural-urban linkage. Diverse and special extended livelihoods are contributed by 
historical, cultural and economic specificities which are conditioned for rural transformation.  
Keywords: Agriculture, livelihoods, migration, Red, remittances, River Delta, rice production. 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
Southeast Asia still tends to be 
characterized as a region where farming 
remains the pre-eminent occupation. 
Indeed, statistics shows that even 
Southeast Asia has recently experienced 
rapid industrialization and modernization 
which would lead to the diminishing role of 
agriculture (Rigg, 1998, Soda, 2007, 
Cramb, 2012). The region’s agriculture is 
also influenced by a range of factors 
including globalisation, environmental and 
demographic changes and increased 
mobility. Despite the prediction of de-
agrarianisation, agriculture is enduring 
(Hirsch, 2011, Peemans, 2013), but 
trajectories of agricultural change vary 
given the cultural, geographical and 
historical specificities of rural place (Kelly, 
2011). In Vietnam, the Red River Delta 
region in the Northern part shares the 
common features of agrarian transition 
undergone by the Doimoi (Innovation 
Reforms) in the mid-1980s. There has been 
a change in the structure of GDP whereby 
the share of agriculture has relative 
declined from 42 percent in 1989 to 26 
percent in 1999 and 21 percent in 2011 
while the industry sector has more than 
doubled from 23 percent in 1990 to 47 
percent in 2011 (GS0, 2011). Agricultural 
land has been converted toward more 
market and industrial orientation to gain 
faster economic development. According to 
the recent National Survey on Land, in a 
decade from 2000 to 2010, the non-
agricultural land increased 89000 hectares 
while the land for rice production decreased 
more than 34000 hectares annually 
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(Nguyễn Ngọc Công, 2012). The overall 
number of landless farmer households in 
the region was 3.3 percent in 1999, 13.9 
percent in 2002 rose up to 22 percent 2012 
(FAO, 2014). Red River Delta historically is 
also the densest populated region in 
Vietnam with average 0.04 hectares per 
head1. Therefore, since late 1990s this 
region witnessed a significant increase of 
off-farm business ever. Rural households 
often adopt more than one strategy to 
diversify their livelihood such as 
intensifying agricultural production and 
diversifying their economic activities in 
non-farm business. Therefore, there is a 
large wave of peasant migrants moving out 
of agriculture to find the jobs in nonfarm 
sectors along rural-urban continuum 
(Nguyen Thi Dien et al., 2014). While there 
is little doubt that migration would 
improve the well-being of migrants’ 
households in developing country, its 
impact on agriculture remains debated and 
less straightforward. Some hypothesized 
that rural out-migration could lead to land 
abandonment and de-agrarianization as a 
part of “agrarian change” in Vietnam. 
Negative impact of migration on 
agriculture was observed when peasants 
lost their farming skills and also the desire 
to farm their lands. Beside, when peasants 
move, their self-identifications shift (Royal 
et al., 2003). They see a bright future in 
urban areas with better social service and 
white collar jobs; hence they lose their 
interests in agriculture as well as rural 
areas. In such instances land may be sold, 
                                           
1 The area of land devoted to production agriculture 
accounts for 29% of Vietnam's total land area; Vietnam 
currently has only 0.11 hectares of agricultural land per 
person. This area however is distributed uneven 
distribution across regions. In the Red River Delta, land 
area for agricultural production accounts for 0.04 
hectares per head. IN Mekong Delta, the average MRD 
people have land for 0.14 hectares agricultural land 
BUI MINH, B. Q. N., DANG THI VIET PHUONG 
2012. Agricultural land, peasant and rural development. 
Sociology, 3, 26-33. 
leading to disengagement and a final break 
between the rural household and 
traditional farm-based livelihoods. In some 
areas, severe labour shortages due to out-
migration cause farmers either to leave 
their land, rent it out or dispose of it. 
However, this notion of de-agrarianisation 
has problems in its claiming the only posits 
linear trajectories of rural lives (Hirsch, 
2011). Likewise, despite the emphasis on 
the importance of non-agricultural work, 
industrialisation, and migration, 
agricultural production endures (Brookfield, 
2008, Lebailly, 2015). Furthermore, 
government agricultural subsidies and high 
food prices have helped farmers to introduce 
cash crops and maintain farming activities 
despite their engagement in non-
agricultural wage labour. In other instances, 
people are sufficiently inspired to renew 
their interest in agriculture and have 
returned to villages to farm (White, 2012). 
Although out-migration of rural populations 
to urban centres caused labour shortages for 
farm households, they were often able to 
find substitute labour. Especially in the Red 
River Delta, the labour gap was filled by 
labour acquired through market (wage 
labour) and non-market relations (mutual 
help). Farming is also supported by off-farm 
jobs and remittances. (Hoang Xuan Thanh 
et al., 2013) argue that diversification of 
rural livelihood strategies actually helps to 
sustain family farms and keep them alive. 
Non-farm work and migration have 
potential in improving rural household’s 
living standard and provide a endorsement 
against agricultural shocks (Ellis, 2000). 
Farmers are able to be both peasants and 
labourers at the same time. They can be 
wage labourers in the agricultural sector, 
and international migrants, urban labourers 
or small-scale traders. Some of the practices 
employed by farmers include switching 
between farm and non-farm jobs, growing 
non-rice cash crops and utilising social 
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capital such as kinship ties in times of need. 
Moreover, in the era of globalization and 
labour flows have significant impact upon 
national and local economies, this paper 
want to emphasizes on the persistence of 
agriculture in contrast to the notion that 
rural Vietnam is shifting away from farming 
livelihood. This paper therefore both 
captures the problems of a linear 
interpretation of de-agrarianisationand 
seeks to explain the persistence of 
agricultural livelihoods, with particular 
reference to one village in the Red River 
Delta. The first section explains research 
methods and the field data collection 
process. The second section discusses the 
key findings, which focus on the importance 
of internal migration, remittances, land 
ownership and opportunities to participate 
in cash-crop production. This section 
highlights that, irrespective of how rural 
livelihoods have changed, farming remains a 
vital component. In order to understand the 
agrarian transformation adequately, it is 
necessary to consider local and geographical 
contexts of the rural place. The last part 
offers a summary and CONCLUSIONSs. 
2. METHODOLOGY 
This paper draws on a case study 
carried out in Mai Thon village, Bac Ninh 
province. Bac Ninh is located in Red River 
Delta, about 30km far north from the 
capital Ha Noi, along the recently upgraded 
National Highway 1A. Having an area of 
823 km2 in total and with around 1.038 
million populations, Bacninh is the 
smallest province of the Delta. Mai Thôn 
was chose as the research site because it 
was near Bacninh Industrial Zones, and it 
had a good infrastructure with Hanoi and 
other provinces; therefore, it created 
chances for their habitants to migrate out. 
In 2015, I had conducted a systematic 
household survey in Mai Thon village, 
using a questionnaire. According to 
Hokhau Record2, Mai Thon village has 158 
households in total (up to July/2015) which 
include 699 villagers I did interview with 
128 households, equivalent with 81% of the 
whole village household number. This year, 
during January 2016 and June 2016, 
ethnographic research was conducted 
continuously in Mai Thon village. This 
involved participant observation, in-depth 
interviews, everyday conversations, and 
the ‘walk and talk method’, or observing, 
talking, and joining villagers’ activities. In 
this case, I worked in the paddy fields with 
the villagers while carrying out 
conversations, especially when migrants 
from Hanoi and other provinces come back 
home at peak time of farming season. 
2.1. Mai Thon, agrarian community? 
Outwardly, Mai Thon village appears 
agrarian, with large areas of paddy fields and 
gardens surrounding the village. The socio-
economic conditions of Mai Thôn are 
characterized by monoculture in rice 
production in the long period, and high levels 
of out-migration. Mai Thôn village has 
around 158 households and most of these 
households have agricultural land and home 
garden. Even though 97% households claim 
agriculture is as one source of income, only 10 
percent declared agriculture as their main 
occupation. It is has a traditional handicraft 
but very limited dynamic non-farm business 
diversification within the village. However, it 
is considered to have the highest on economy 
status due to migration process. It is also 
located 20km from capital of province and 
                                           
2 Ho khau refers to the system of residency permits 
which dates back 1950s, which is closely related to 
other benefit such as agricultural land contribution, 
housing, education, administrative papers and even 
food in the collectivization period. A hokhau can also 
refer to a family register in many contexts since the 
household registration record is issued per family, and 
usually includes the births, deaths, marriages, divorces, 
and moves of all members in the family. 
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40km from Hanoi. It has a very good 
telecommunications, power and local road 
infrastructure. Nearly 30 percent of 
household has member migrate out of 
province for work. And 83.6 percent  
of households in the village has one member 
who has travelled out of village for  
off-farm job.  
Apart from these four households, the 
remaining 83.6 percent of village households 
identified themselves as farmers, regardless 
of the amount they actually earned from 
agriculture. Although rice farming had 
become a subsidiary economic activity for the 
majority of households, most villagers 
consider themselves culturally active 
members of their rural community. This, 
therefore, contrasts with the agrarian 
literature where livelihood diversification 
and migration are considered to diminish the 
importance of agriculture in rural livelihoods 
(Rigg, 2005, Rigg, 2001, Vaddhanaphuti and 
Wittayapak, 2011). In the following sections, 
I will show how households in the Delta 
village manage land and labour, and 
continue to engage in agriculture.  
2.2. Land holdings in Mai Thon village 
Agrarian studies on rural 
transformation reveal that one of the factors 
leading farmers to move away from 
agriculture is the diminishing importance of 
agricultural land. Vietnam’s export-oriented 
industrialization efforts since the mid-1980s 
have created large industrial estates in many 
provinces and increased land prices. Even 
though being the smallest province of the 
Delta. BacNinh province has been considered 
as prominent in term of industrial 
development in Vietnam. At the time of its 
formation in 1997, Bacninh was an 
agricultural province, with only several 
handicraft villages and no industrial zone or 
industrial cluster. Since 1998 the provincial 
government started acquiring agricultural 
land for industrial purposes, after which the 
first industrial zone has been built. To date, 
Bac Ninh has 15 industrial zones and more 
than 35 industrial clusters with more than 
9400 ha agricultural land acquired3. This 
encouraged many rural households to sell 
their agricultural land use right. The average 
level of compensation for one sào of 
agricultural land in 2000 was 30 million 
VNĐ, it doubles in 2007, including four items 
of compensation and assistance. This rapid 
increase in land price compensation had 
changed some farmers become millionaires 
overnight. However, in sharp contrast to the 
land boom in BacNinh itself, this did not 
occur in Mai Thon. Located in Que Vo district 
which has the largest industrial zones within 
the province with 1,204 ha already converted 
for industrial zones, Mai Thon villagers in 
contrast with other villages in the same 
district, have no chance to convert their land 
for anything other than agriculture, although 
many wished to. There is only 0.2% of 
households change paddy field into other 
agricultural purposes (aquaculture and cash-
crop growing). There is also a paradox in 
their own though when they on one hand 
waiting for a chance to have compensation 
for their land, on the other hand they refuse 
to sell their land. Mr Diep, a 54-year-old 
male who owned 8 sao agricultural lands, 
stated that: 
I heard that our village will belong to 
Bac Ninh city in next few years and 
agricultural land price will rise. But it is all 
in future, in general, villagers here do not 
sell land and nobody asks to buy land from 
neighbours or relatives. If they need money 
urgently, they tend to borrow from relatives. 
Some might mortgage the land and continue 
cultivating it but, in the end, they would try 
to pay and get the land back. 
                                           
3 The data has been collected at the official website of 
Bacninh Industrial Zone (http://www.izabacninh.gov. 
vn/ ?page=home&portal=kcnbn accessed on 16 of Feb, 
2014) and Decision 396/QĐ-UBND, issued on 31, 
October 2013 on the approval of the cluster planning in 
Bacninh province to 2020, vision 2030)  
Nguyen Thi Minh Khue, Nguyen Thi Dien, Philippe Lebailly 
287 
Table 1. Main occupations of rural households in Mai Thon village 
Main occupations* Number of households 
Farmers 12 
Farmers + Wage labour (freelance workers) 27 
Farmers + Local enterprises (traders, food staplers, etc) 24 
Local enterprises (no farm) 1 
Salaried employees + farmers 53 
Wage labour 6 
Unemployed 5 
Total 128 
Note: *: Major occupations are based on what villagers earn for their income 
Source: author’s survey 2015;
Non-farm households who obtain 
majority income from non-agricultural and 
off-village still keep their own land and the 
maintenance of land rights is always their 
priority, even when they have other 
opportunities of other employment and 
income from elsewhere. Even when they 
migrate out, they are unlikely to sell their 
land (0.1%), but rather leasing that land 
(11.7%) or even leaving it fallow for certain 
crops (6.3%). The whole group of non-
agricultural households releases their 
paddy field for as their brothers, cousins to 
produce and field supervise. It is 
noteworthy that even some agricultural 
households (7.6% its group) also release a 
part of their land for other household 
cultivation. Fieldtrip 2015 concluded that 
agricultural land in the village is rarely 
rented for longer than 3 years. Normally it 
is informal land transaction and based on 
the idea that the owner would withdraw 
their land whenever they want. 
Agricultural land remains critical for 
generating food and security back-up for 
peasants, even though agriculture was a 
subsidiary activity for many households. 
2.3. Agricultural labour and 
technology in the village 
The movement of people from farm to 
non-farm employment and from rural to 
urban areas typically causes agricultural 
labour shortages, and forces farmers to 
adapt their farming techniques. In the 
Southern of Vietnam (Mekong River Delta), 
farmers have mechanized rice production 
(Hoang Xuan Thanh et al., 2013). However, 
in the Red River Delta, the household 
division of labour and production process 
will easily adapt to the out-migration of 
one or two members, and to the subsequent 
relative labour shortage and decreased 
flexibility in production sphere. In the 
survey, the consequence of the loss of a 
household member was found to be 
unproblematic. A large majority of 
respondents (91.5 percent) indicated that 
their households did not suffer a negative 
impact due to the loss of labour. They 
reported that the loss of labour from a 
circulating member was solved easily by 
using externally hired labour and mutual 
help. This can be explained in part by the 
large population already mentioned in part 
3.1 which resulted in a huge labour surplus 
and limited land. Only few households 
expressed that because of migration to 
international, or moving around the 
Southern part of Vietnam, the migrants 
cannot easily come back during the peak 
period of the harvest, some labour shortage 
occurred, but its effects have not  
been drastic.  
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There is no remarkable labour deficit 
occurring due to migration because among 
agricultural activities, only rice production 
orders exchanging and renting some 
external labour. The reason why rice 
production is considered as the 
fundamental agricultural activities in this 
village is because on one hand, it does not 
take as much time and labour care as other 
agricultural activities. On the other hand, 
unlike other agricultural activities, rice 
production has high demand labour at only 
some periods of season; therefore 
households could concentrate their labour 
members elsewhere. In cases when they 
cannot manage within households, then 
wage labour and mutual help are available 
and easy to access.. 
Mutual help is traditional important 
way for the farmer to adapt with labour 
shortage in the season time. Most 
households in the village got help during 
harvest from their neighbors and relative. 
All these people are farmers in Bacninh 
and this reflects the important role of 
reciprocity. In Vietnam reciprocity is 
expressed as “đổi công”, which means 
human feelings and is seen as a form of 
ethical and expressive exchange. The 
concept of “đổi công” has three implications 
in Vietnamese culture: (1) it indicates the 
affective responses of an individual 
confronting different situations; (2) it 
means a resource that an individual can 
present to another as a gift in the course of 
social interaction; and (3) it implies the 
social norms by which people have to abide 
in order to get along well with other people. 
Owing and returning “công” are important 
elements in Vietnam social life. It is 
interesting that wage labour and mutual 
help both play an important role. However, 
it is notable that mutual help is decreasing 
over the years we are considering here, 
while paid labour is increasing. In sum, 
rural households in Red River Delta 
respond to labour constraint by keeping 
rice production as main agricultural 
activities, renting labour and using mutual 
help, rather than investing in machinery.  
2.4. Rice production or emerging 
opportunity for cash crop 
About the hypothesis that migration 
may result in the shift from rice production 
to other cash crops or/ and livestock due to 
the labour deficit; the data shows, there is 
also no significant shift in production 
patterns from rice to other cash crop. 
Rather, migration encourage moving back to 
local traditional agriculture when rice 
production becomes the main focus in many 
areas. It should notice that in Vietnam the 
same term is used to designate both "Rice" 
and "Agriculture" (Lebailly, 2015). Data 
shows this village does not follow the trend 
of many other Northern villages in Vietnam 
where number of households increase 
diversifying their agricultural activities
41 
beyond the previously predominant rice 
production. Table 2 shows that 86.7 percent 
(109/128) Mai Thon households keep rice 
production as the only fundamental 
agricultural activities, combining with some 
subsistence agricultural activities such as 
backyard cultivation and poultry rising for 
household using rather than commercial 
agricultural production. 
From peasants’ perspective52, the 
reason is not because they lack of inputs to 
invest in other agricultural, but they 
consider on one hand animal raising or 
cash-crop is time and labour consuming 
                                           
1 4The popular trend in Vietnamese rural in agricultural 
diversification is raise large stocks of pigs and/or large 
flocks of poultry for sale, with intensive use of 
industrial animal feed 
25From National Policy, the rural households in Red 
River Delta are not permitted to change agricultural 
land into other purposes due to National Food Security 
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than rice production (as discussed in the 
session above); on the other hand its profit 
is lower than migration or other non-farm 
business. Besides, the cost of growing rice 
for household consumption was 
considerably cheaper and higher quality 
than buying rice. Therefore, by far the best 
combination strategy of households in Mai 
Thon village is practicing rice production 
while releasing some of their family 
members for off-village and off-farm 
business like a household model presented 
in figure 1. 
Household membership is usually 
defined as living “under the same roof”, 
however, under the context of 
industrialization, this concept is gradually 
changing into a multi-spatial household. 
The figure 2 describes a model of a typical 
multi-spatial rural household in BacNinh 
which has 5 members. This household has 
got a couple, one eldest son, one younger 
daughter and a husband’s mother. Their 
son is working in Que Vo industrial zone 
which is 10km from home therefore he 
moves back and forth daily. The wife is 
migrating in Hanoi as a house cleaner (and 
junk collector when she has time) to take 
care of the youngest daughter who is 
studying in Hanoi University. She often 
goes home to transplant rice seedlings or to 
harvest. Other activities for rice cultivation 
such as spraying fertilizer or pesticides 
would be mainly carried by the husband 
who also spends around 15 days per month 
to work as a construction worker. The 
husband’s mother takes care of their house, 
and she would do votive weaving in free 
time. The strong commitments and 
obligations between rural-based and 
urban-based individuals and units show 
that this household model is well-
functioning with mutual support divided 
across space. For example, remittances 
from urban areas are important income 
sources for rural family members, Seasonal 
rural-to-rural migration improves some 
households’ daily cash flow. And when 
access to food is largely determined by 
access to cash for most Vietnamese 
households, in both urban and rural areas, 
income from non-farm activities and 
migration is important for rural food 
security. In turns, family members who 
stay at home and take care of agriculture 
will supply the migrant members with 
high-quality food and other kinds of food 
such as vegetable, eggs, fruit. These 
linkages are popular and crucial in the 
livelihood strategies of the rural 
households, but usually not taken into 
account by policy makers.  
2.5. Rural differentiation in Red River 
Delta village 
In the early agrarian studies, scholars 
paid attention to farmers’ access to the 
means of production, such as land, capital, 
and labour, as the major factor in rural 
differentiation. Class was based on the 
ownership of means of production (White, 
1989). In contemporary agrarian studies, 
many scholars suggest broadening the way 
of understanding rural communities by 
taking into account a range of new 
opportunities such as off-farm occupations, 
participation in commercial agriculture and 
migration (Rigg and Vandergeest 2012, 
Kelly, 2012). While the new opportunities 
are available, villagers again do not have 
equal access. Kelly (2011) and White (2012) 
highlight education as an important 
determinant of the opportunities. They 
point out that villagers with a low level of 
educational attainment are marginalised 
as wage labourers on the agricultural lands 
or in unskilled non-farm employment. 
Besides, Vandergeest (2012) emphasizes 
that agriculture is a favoured alternative 
for villagers lacking post-secondary 
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degrees, that is, people faced with the 
choice of either agrarian occupations or 
working as unskilled hired labour on 
construction sites and in the factories. This 
was partly true in Mai Thon, which saw 
many middle-aged people above 40 years of 
age return to agriculture. The decision to 
stay in agriculture was often influenced by 
generational factors, as well as their 
gender, family, and educational 
background. These factors also contributed 
towards differentiation within the village. 
 Table 2. Major agricultural activities of Mai Thon households 
Agricultural activities Number of households 
Rice only 111 
Rice and cash crop (potatoes, tomatoes, beans, bananas…for sale) 3 
Rice and aquaculture 2 
Rice, aquaculture and cash crops 0 
Cash crops only 0 
No farm 12 
Total 128 
Source: author’s survey 2015 
 
Figure 1. A model of a multi-spatial BacNinh’s household 
Table 3. Range of income based on main occupations in Mai Thon village 
Main occupations 
Number of households 
Total 
Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 
Below 5 millions 
VND/ month 




Agriculture 4 5 3 12 
Farming and non-agricultural wage labour 6 19 2 27 
Farming and local enterprise 5 14 5 24 
Local enterprise only - 1 - 1 
Farming and salaried workers - 21 32 53 
Non-farm, wage labour only - 5 1 6 
Unemployment 5 - - 5 
Total 20 65 43 128 
Source: author’s survey 2015 
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Incomes varied significantly within the 
village. Table 3 shows household sources of 
main income in relation to occupations. Four 
households whose main occupation was 
agriculture had incomes below 5 millions vnđ 
per month. They were the least successful 
farming households, with access only to less 
productive land, or were elderly and illness 
people who could not effectively exploit 
opportunities from non-farm jobs. 
The majority of households in Mai 
Thon fell under the income category of 5 
millions – 10 millions VND/ month. They 
had an average land holding of 4–6 sao and 
had off-farm jobs to support their 
agricultural activities. Almost half of the 
agricultural and labour households and 
agricultural and enterprise households 
consisted of people aged above 40 years, 
who had children working in the urban 
centers. For most of rural household, off-
farm employment and/or enterprises were 
the most important sources of income. More 
than 80 per cent of the households in the 
income category of group 2 had at least one 
household member who had completed high 
school to higher education. They were faced 
with the choice of agrarian occupations or 
wage labour opportunities in the 
industrialized zone in BacNinh cities or 
immigrate to Hanoi. In turn, the close 
relationship between the migrants and the 
family ensures the flow of remittance in the 
research site is its stability and frequency. 
The frequency of receiving money however 
was found to depend upon on the distance 
and the social networks which permit them 
to visit or send money home. Due to 
departures of migrants are mostly near and 
convenient for them to remit, 73.4 percent 
of households who reported that they 
received remittances claimed the frequency 
of remittance every month. It is coincidence 
with the wage monthly they received. The 
impacts of remittance on the rural society 
are much more complicated than the 
current simple economic view (Zhang et al., 
2006). In Mai Thon village, remittances 
have a social as well as an economic 
function; they are not only a mean to 
maintain or improve economic status but 
also a mean to achieve higher prestige and 
standing in the local community and family 
for instance by spending part of 
remittances on ceremonies or local 
amenities. In sum, with substantial flows 
of remittances, in one direction or other or 
in both, it is likely to have affected income 
distribution, which has had an accelerating 
or facilitating technological change, 
altering the division of labour. However, in 
most cases, earnings from migration are 
not competitive with other sources of 
incomes from agriculture. 
Furthermore, it is interesting to find 
out some case studies that also experienced 
working in cities, but chose to return to 
Mai Thon to invest in agriculture such as 
Nguyen Văn Phuc households who used to 
a truck driver for food company in the 
Industrial Zones. After having a net 
connection for potatoes and cash crops, he 
came back hometown to rent land for cash 
crop. He had used to borrowed some high 
land areas
61
 of his neighbor in the village 
to grow vegetable in the winter season, 
which was consider very personal and 
informal deal among villager (2015 survey). 
But in 2016, following the 2016 Land Law 
Change he has made it become formal with 
Commune contract and village households’ 
agreement who own the field in high land 
area to concentrate 10ha for cash crop 
cultivation during the whole year. In these 
                                           
16High land area (đong cao) is consider as the highest 
fertilized land which is suitable for 2 rice seasons and 
one vegetable season in th winter.  
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contracts, he has the right of using the 
rented agricultural land for 10 years.  
His successful farming business has 
inspired many youth in the village for 
agriculture choice.  
Agriculture was therefore a favorable 
alternative. The households that earned 
more than 10 millions VNĐ per month 
usually had two or more household 
members below 50 years of age who were 
working. Although these households 
allocated the majority of their time to non-
farm jobs inside and outside of the village, 
many of them continued to farm in Mai 
Thon. Although farming is still the primary 
activity for over half of the population, 
most households (81.2%) now combine 
farming with nonfarm employment and 
migration. However, villagers keep working 
on their agricultural land due to some 
reasons belows: 1) Agricultural land and 
rice production ensure food security (both 
in quantity and quality) for their families. 
The quality of food becomes very important 
recently when food safety is warning in 
Vietnam. 2) Agricultural land assured 
people a job, a livelihood and somehow it is 
like a backup strategy. Whatever they do 
outside, if they fail they can always go back 
to their own land which is considered as 
“safety nest” 3) Even people may success 
out of village, numerous people want to go 
back and spend their elder time in the 
village doing farm and garden. Traditional 
agriculture, at that sense, is considered as 
a way of life – slowly but full of joy. 4) The 
agricultural land is not only the livelihood 
for themselves but also for their children in 
any circumstances. Even though in term of 
youth and agriculture, 2016 field works 
show that the majority of young migrants 
have absolutely no desire to do agriculture. 
The main causes are due to the disregard 
for the agricultural production and rural 
life coming from modern education system, 
traditional norms and social media; the 
lack of investment in infrastructure for the 
youth in rural areas, and even if youth 
want to become farmers, they also face 
many difficulties. One of the important 
strategies to handle this contradiction is 
the migration of young people while 
agriculture is always the social security. 
According to the survey, 90% of young 
people in the study area have experienced 
the migratory work. However, labour 
migration is not permanent phenomenon; 
instead, it's anonymous throughout life 
cycle. With youth, rural village is where 
they grow up, will leave and seek 
employment opportunities in urban areas, 
and finally back for agriculture when the 
land is ready for them, and they have a 
little available capital accumulated while 
migrating away. Mai Thon village 
demonstrated that each household had 
different livelihood strategies, and these 
differed according to age, gender and 
educational background. Rural villagers’ 
livelihood trajectories were very far from 
uniform. It would be both impossible and 
meaningless to categorize rural households 
within a single social class. Households are 
fragmented as their members live across 
rural and urban settings, while different 
members of the households have their own 
interests and aspirations. 
3. CONCLUSIONS 
Through analysis of rural livelihoods in 
Mai Thon, this paper has demonstrated the 
dynamic and variegated processes of 
agrarian transformation. Although the 
basis of rural livelihoods in the village has 
diversified, as many farmers engage in 
activities outside the agricultural sector, 
farming remains vital to the majority of 
households. Farmers in Mai Thon continue 
to hold on their land even when they move 
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away from agricultural activities and stop 
farming, since land represents security and 
it can be leased out. Those villagers who 
possess sizeable tracts of land continue to 
cultivate rice and other cash crops. 
Villagers who have little land also continue 
to farm by investing their earnings from 
off-farm activities into agriculture. While 
the majority of Mai Thon village 
households may be engaged in activities 
outside the agricultural sector, villagers 
continue to keep one foot in agriculture. 
Nevertheless, livelihood reorientation, 
occupational adjustment, and spatial 
relocation of rural people away from 
agriculture do not occur uniformly. The 
case study of Mai Thon also, however, 
demonstrates educational and generational 
perspectives on agriculture. Young 
villagers, with high school education and 
lower who working in the industrial zones 
or migrate out still have agricultural skills, 
although they do not want to do small 
household farming, they keep practicing 
agriculture with family. Mostly because 
they considers agriculture is stable and 
safety net, and would be a good alternative 
if they have chance to work on their own 
way. Those villagers who were elderly, or 
had little access in other off-farm jobs 
based on agriculture as a critical source of 
income. Others youth with higher levels of 
education and who had moved away from 
the village viewed agriculture as an 
activity for their retirement. This suggests 
that agriculture still plays an important 
role in the local farmers' life. The use of 
agricultural land varies according to 
educational level, gender and age.  
Finally, the case study has shown that 
Red River Delta contributes towards the 
persistence of agriculture. For a variety of 
reasons ranging from notions of identity, to 
the security of land, and to the significance 
of crop insurance, and the insecurity and 
dissatisfaction of much urban employment, 
a range of factors influence—in ever-
changing ways—the attitudes to and 
success of agriculture in Mai Thon. 
Agriculture thus persists but increasingly 
as one component of more diverse and more 
wide-ranging livelihood strategies that  
are influenced by local, national and  
global factors. 
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